
Corrupt Judges

Here are 5 strategies you need to know.

1
Check the case file every week, not once, not before hearings, every week. Clerks 
make errors, documents get added without notice. Random motions appear that 
nobody told you about. 
If you're not watching your file, you're flying blind in a system that is counting on 
that. 

2
Number two, request the judges' history. Judges are public officials. 
Their history is on the record. Prior rulings, reversals, appeals where they were 
overturned. That information can shape your entire strategy. 
You want to know who is sitting on that bench before they even open their mouth 
in your direction. 

https://www.courts.state.hi.us/news_and_reports/reports/reports
Phone at (808) 539-4964 or by email at LawLibrary@courts.hawaii.gov

3
Number three. Ask whether or not the judge has any judicial misconduct 
complaints filed against them. 
Judicial misconduct commissions exist in every state. complaints are documented. 
If your judge has a pattern, that pattern belongs in your strategy. Plus, you have 
every right to know. 

Contact Information:
Commission on Judicial Conduct

417 S. King Street, Room 206A, Honolulu, HI 96813-2943
Telephone: 808-539-4790

Email: judconduct.c.comm@courts.hawaii.gov

https://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/judicial_conduct/
commission_on_judicial_conduct
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Chief Judge/ Administrative Judge: Wendy M DeWeese 
Judge: Peter K Kubota
Judge: Henry T Nakamoto
Judge: Kaunoe Jackson
Judge: Jill M Hasegawa
Judge: Jeffery Hawk
Judge: Kanani M Laubach
Judge: Jeffery W Ng
Judge: Joanne E Sokolow
Judge: Kimberly BM Tsuchiya
Judge: R. Mark Browning

Complaints About Attorneys
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/legal_references/attorneys/
complaints_about_attorneys

For complaints about unethical or questionable practices of licensed attorneys, 
please contact the:
Office of Disciplinary Counsel
https://dbhawaii.org

DISCIPLINARY BOARD
201 Merchant St, Suite 1600
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813
Telephone (808) 521-4591
TOLL-FREE (888) 206-5622

For complaints/disputes about attorney fees/attorneys’ civility, please contact the:
Hawai`i State Bar Association (HSBA)
https://hsba.org

Alakea Corporate Tower
1100 Alakea Street, Suite 1000
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813
Telephone (808) 537-1868

For complaints about losses due to attorney’s dishonest conduct, please contact 
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the:
Lawyers’ Fund for Client Protection
https://www.hawaiilawyersfund.com

201 Merchant St, Suite 1600
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813
Telephone (808) 599-2483

https://www.hawaiilawyersfund.com/filing-a-claim/
https://www.hawaiilawyersfund.com/wp-content/uploads/200720-LF-Statement-
of-Claim.pdf
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Number four. Request a new judge, the moment you feel disrespected or 
uncomfortable in that courtroom. This is called a motion for recusal or 
disqualification. 
It is a real legal mechanism. You're not being rude and you're not being dramatic. 
It is your right. 
Use it. 

5
Request a court master for your case. A court master is an officer appointed by 
the court to oversee proceedings and report back to the judge. In complex or 
high-conflict cases, especially in family court, a court master adds a layer of 
oversight that changes the entire dynamic. When there is a witness to what 
happens in that courtroom, corruption gets uncomfortable. Put that on the record 
and watch the energy shift.
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